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Referencing - Overview
• A reference list is an alphabetical listing of sources used in a paper and should appear at the end of your work commencing on a new 

page.

• Variations in entries will occur due to the different information included. However, a standard order is used, see Perrin (2015, p.60)

• The following pages will demonstrate the order and format of references for differing resources.

• In-text citations correspond to the reference list thus allowing identification of sources for readers. In-text citations have a basic format 
of author name and publication year (Perrin, 2015 p. 67).

• Quotations of less than 40 words must be enclosed in quotation marks within a normal paragraph. The in-text citation appears after the 
closing quotation mark and includes page numbers. A quote of more than 40 words should be presented in an indented block 
paragraph. Double spacing is used but no quotation marks (Perrin, 2015 p. 72).

• Paraphrasing is a presentation of another authors work in your own words. The American Psychological Association (2010) states “when 
paraphrasing or referring to an idea contained in another work, you are encouraged to provide a page or paragraph number, especially 
when it would help an interested reader locate the relevant passage in a long or complex text”(p. 171, para 6.04).

• Please note page numbers have been used in this guide to allow readers easy access to further reading as required.



Referencing a book with one author 
Reference List

Benner, P. (1984). From novice to expert: Excellence and power in 
clinical nursing practice. Menlo Park, CA: Addison-Wesley.

Note: hanging indent for reference list items. 

Capitalise only the first word, the first word after a colon or a dash 
and proper nouns in titles (American Psychological Association, 
2010 p. 101, para. 4.15).

Where there is more than one place of publication given, show only 
the first listed place plus an abbreviation for the U.S state or the full 
foreign country name (Perrin, 2015, p. 60).

For rules of capitalization of titles within the body of the paper, see 
Perrin (2015, p. 45).

In-Text Citation

(Benner, 1984, p. 5)
(implies either a quote/paraphrasing)

Benner (1984, p. 5) has stated “….
(example implies a quote)

Benner (1984) argues that.”......”(p. 5)
(implies a quote)

Benner suggests that........(1984, p. 5)
(implies paraphrasing)

Note: Space before page numbers.



Referencing a book with two authors 
Reference List

Lazarus, R. S., & Lazarus, B. N. (2006). Coping with aging.
New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

In-Text Citation

(Lazarus & Lazarus, 2006, p. 110)

Lazarus and Lazarus (2006) have 
described “......”(p. 110) as unique.

Cite both names every time the 
reference occurs in the text. (Perrin, 
2015, p. 84)



Referencing a book with three to eight 
authors 

Reference List

In the reference list, for three to seven authors,  include all as 
presented in order on the title page, not alphabetically, see Perrin 
(2015, p. 84).

Wright, J. P. , Tibbetts, S. G. , & Daigle, L. E. (2008). Criminals in the 
making: Criminality across the life course. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage.

If a book has eight or more authors, the first six are listed, followed by 
ellipsis points (three spaced ...) and the name of the last author (Perrin, 
2015, p. 84).

In-Text Citation

(Wright, Tibbetts, & Daigle, 2008, p. 10)

For six or more authors, cite only the first 
author, followed by et al. for all in-text 
citations.

(Fortesque et al, 2009, p. 23)



Referencing a book with an 
organisational or corporate author 

Reference List

Wolters Kluwer Health. (2009). Lippincott’s visual encyclopaedia of clinical skills. 
Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.

If an organisation is listed as the author include the name completely in the 
author position. This would also apply for Encyclopaedias.

When the author is also the publisher use the word Author in the publisher 
position. It does not need to be italicized (Perrin, 2015, p. 85).

American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication manual of the American 
Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

In-Text Citation

(Wolters Kluwer Health, 2009, p. 75)

First in-text citation (American Psychological 
Association[APA], 2009, p. 2)

Subsequent citations  (APA, 2009, p. 5)

The first citation must include the full name with the 
abbreviated name in brackets. Further references 
only require the abbreviation (Perrin, 2015, p. 85).



Referencing a book other than a first 
edition  

Reference List

Johnstone, M.-J. (2009). Bioethics: A nursing perspective (5thed.). Sydney, Australia: 
Churchill Livingstone.

The edition number appears in parentheses following the book title. 
The period follows the closing parentheses (Perrin, 2015, p. 85).

Please note M-J indicates hyphenated first name e.g. Megan-Jane.

In-Text Citation

(Johnstone, 2009, p. 107)



Referencing a book which is an edited 
collection  

Reference List

Foreman, M. D., Milsen, K., & Fulner, T. T. (Eds.). (2010). Critical care nursing of 
older adults: Best practices. New York, NY: Springer. 

In-Text Citation

(Foreman, Milisen, & Fulner, 2010, p. 22)



Referencing an original selection or a 
chapter in an edited book  

Reference List

Grehan, M. (2010). Visioning the future by knowing the past. In J. Daly, S. Speedy, & 
D. Jackson (Eds.), Contexts of nursing: An introduction (3rd ed.). (pp. 15-37).
Sydney, Australia: Churchill Livingstone.

In-Text Citation

(Grehan, 2010, p. 19) 



Referencing an electronic book   
Reference List

Schultheiss, K. (2001). Bodies and souls: politics and the professionalization of 
nursing in France, 1880-1922. Retrieved from 
http://quod.lib.unmich.edu/cgi/text/text-idx?c=acls:idno=heb04539

In-Text Citation

(Schultheiss, 2001, p. 22)



Referencing a print journal   
Reference List

Airey, D. (2011). Paediatric airway management – basic  techniques. Day Surgery Australia, 
10(1), 16-18.

In-Text Citation

(Airey, 2011, p. 17)



Referencing a print journal with a DOI
Reference List

McGeehin Heilferty, C. (2011). Ethical considerations in the study of online illness 
narratives: a qualitative review. Journal of Advanced Nursing, 67(5), 945-953. 
doi:10.1111/j.1365-2648.2010.05563.x

APA recommends that when a DOI is available it is used for both print and electronic 
sources (2010, p. 189).

In-Text Citation

(McGeehin Heilferty, 2011, p. 947)



Referencing an online journal 
with / without a DOI

Reference List

Brady, M.S. (2010). Healthy nursing academic work environments. Online Journal of 
Issues in Nursing, 15(1), Man 6. doi:  10.3912/OJIN.Vol15No1Man06

Stamp, G. E., & Casanova, H. T. (2006). A breastfeeding study in a rural population in 
South Australia. Rural and Remote Health, 6(2), Retrieved from 
http://www.rrh.org.au

If an article doesn’t contain a DOI an appropriate retrieval statement must be  
included in the reference (Perrin, 2015, p. 104).  

In-Text Citation

(Brady, 2010, p. 5)

(Stamp,  &  Casanova,  2006, p. 2)



Referencing an article from a database   
Reference List

McMurray, A. (2011). Asthma part 3: Common misrepresentations and stigma . British 
Journal of School Nursing, 6(2), 64-67. Retrieved from EBSCOhost.

Name of the database must be included in the reference e.g. Ebscohost, Ovid, ProQuest. 

Duley, L. , Matar, H.E. , Almerie, M.Q. , & Hall, D.R. (2010). Alternative magnesium sulphate 
regimens for women with pre-eclampsia and eclampsia. Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews, Issue 8. doi: 10.1002/14651858.CD007388.pub2.

In-Text Citation

(McMurray, 2011, p. 64)

(Duley, Matar, Almerie, & Hall, 2010)



Referencing a factsheet from a website   
Reference List

NSW Department of Health. (2011, April 29). Avian Influenza (“Bird Flu”) [Fact Sheet].
Retrieved  from 
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/factsheets/infectious/avianinfluenza.html 

In-Text Citation

(NSW Department of Health, 2011, 
Infectious Diseases, Avian Influenza.)



Referencing from Joanna Briggs 
Institute – Systematic Review  

Reference List

Poletick, E. B. , & Holly, C. (2010). A systematic review of nurses’ inter-shift handoff reports in 
acute care hospitals. JBI Library of Systematic Reviews, 8(4), 121-172. Retrieved from 
http://ovidsp.tx.ovid.com 

(Reference above indicates access via Ovid Nursing)

Students may access Joanna Briggs  via Avondale College Library Website. Two modes of entry are 
available.  Access may be via the Ovid Nursing Database or JBI COnNect . Access used will 
determine the retrieval statement when referencing. The above example indicates access via 
Ovid while below JBI COnNect. This applies for the reference list only and the in-text citation 
remains unchanged.

Poletick, E. B. , & Holly, C. (2010). A systematic review of nurses’ inter-shift handoff reports in 
acute care hospitals. JBI Library of Systematic Reviews, 8(4), 121-172. Retrieved from 
http://connect.jbiconnect.org

(JBI Connect reference)

In-Text Citation

(Poletick & Holly, 2010, p. 150)



Referencing from Joanna Briggs Institute –
Best Practice Information Sheet 

Reference List

Joanna Briggs Institute. (1998). Falls in hospitals. Best Practice: evidence Based Practice 
Information Sheets for Health Professionals, 2(2), 1-6. Retrieved from 
http://ovidsp.tx.ovid.com

(Reference above indicates access via Ovid Nursing)

Students may access Joanna Briggs  via Avondale College Library Website. Two modes of entry are 
available.  Access may be via the Ovid Nursing Database or JBI COnNect . Access used will 
determine the retrieval statement when referencing. The above example indicates access via 
Ovid while below JBI COnNect. This applies for the reference list only and the in-text citation 
remains unchanged.

Joanna Briggs Institute. (1998). Falls in hospitals. Best Practice: evidence Based Practice 
Information Sheets for Health Professionals, 2(2), 1-6. Retrieved from 
http://connect.jbiconnect.org

(JBI Connect reference)

In-Text Citation

(Joanna Briggs Institute, 1998, p. 4)



Referencing from Joanna Briggs Institute –
Evidence-based Recommended Practice

Reference List

Joanna Briggs Institute. (2013). Eye drops [Evidence Based Recommended Practice]. Retrieved from 
http://ovidsp.tx.ovid.com

(Reference above indicates access via Ovid Nursing)

Students may access Joanna Briggs  via Avondale College Library Website. Two modes of entry are 
available.  Access may be via the Ovid Nursing Database or JBI COnNect . Access used will 
determine the retrieval statement when referencing. The above example indicates access via Ovid 
while below JBI COnNect. This applies for the reference list only and the in-text citation remains 
unchanged.

Joanna Briggs Institute. (2013). Eye drops [Evidence Based Recommended Practice]. Retrieved from 
http://connect.jbiconnect.org

(JBI Connect reference)

In-Text Citation

(Joanna Briggs Institute, 2013)



References used in this presentation 
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